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Longtime Lafayette institution
Clocks, Etc. closing

By Elaine Borden Chandler

Clocks, Etc., the heloved
clock and art store, has
officially announced
that it will be perma-
nently closing soon. Lo-
cated in La Fiesta
Square, the store and its
variety of antique
grandfather clocks,
whimsical animal
clocks, birdfeeders,
wooden earrings, reli-
able Seiko alarms, and
local art is a familiar
spot for most Lafayette
residents. The owners —
Scott Hampton, a clock-
maker, and Wendy
Tamis, a professional
harpist — could be seen
in the shop almost every
day for years. Both of
will still be working
once the store closes, but
closing the store will
give them some time to
relax after a 48-year
rumn.

Hampton went to
school in San Francisco
to become a clockmaker.
He opened The Old
Timer Watch and Clock
Shop in Lafayette in
1976, selling antique
clocks in the space that
now houses Wine
Thieves. After Hampton
started to add in new
clocks and art, he
changed the store’s
name to Clocks, Etc.
During this time, Hamp-
ton and Tamis met at a
food co-op meeting,
splitting a flat of eggs
and exchanging phone
numbers.

Together they con-
tinued to expand Clocks,
Etc. and in 1999 they
moved to the much
larger and more central
space in La Fiesta
Square. “Scott had been
there for 23 years but
when we moved here,
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Scott Hampton and Wendy Tamis in Clocks Etc.
holding a clock they have reserved for themselves.

people thought we were
a new business,” said
Tamis.

Tamis received her
university degree in
flute performance but,
having also majored in
harp, quit playing flute
once she had her degree
and focused exclusively
on harp. She now per-
forms both solo and
with several orchestras
in the Bay Area. As the
principal harpist of the
Berkeley Symphony Or-
chestra, she performed
with Beck this July. She
has also played harp
with Pavarotti, Ray
Charles, Frank Sinatra,
Josh Groban, and Idina
Menzel.

One of her favorite
jobs is playing at Réve
Bistro, where she plays
pop music and ballads
on their patio two nights
a week during summer-
time. She began to play
there after Covid began
and all her other harpist
jobs abruptly stopped.
and has returned there
every summer since
then. She has also
played with the Cam-
polindo orchestra for
two of their shows,
“Phantom of the Opera”
and “Cinderella.” “That's
another one my really
favorite jobs,” Tamis
said wholeheartedly,
“Those kids are
amazing.”

At Clocks, Etc.,
Hampton'’s favorite jobs
usually involve French
carriage clocks. Very
small and made with in-
tricate inner move-
ments, they are the kind
of challenge that Hamp-
ton enjoys. One of his
favorite repairs to come
to the shop was an Au-

docron by Chrono-Art, a
1979 mushroom shaped
clock that, when com-
pressed, chimed out the
hours and minutes. “The
guy was a genius with
electronics,” Hampton
explained with admira-
tion. Another clock he
fixed, an English fusée
mahogany wall clock,
was so beautiful he told
the owner to call him if
he ever sold it. 10 years
later, Hampton received
a call and enthusiasti-
cally bought the fusée
clock for their home.
For Hampton, one of
the best parts of Clocks
Etc. is getting to work
with well-designed and
crafted clocks. “I'll do
not so nice quality,” he
laughed a little. “But I
really like quality
pieces.” For Tamis, one
of the most interesting
parts has been seeing
the unusual clocks made
by artisans that cus-
tomers have found on
their travels and
brought to the store.
The store itself car-
ries a variety of local art,
reflecting their connec-
tion and commitment to
their community.
Hampton started the
Lafayette Arts and Wine
Festival and Tamis de-
vised the Lafayette Arti-
san Walk. They have
known many of their
customers for years and
have been receiving a
combination of congrat-
ulations on their retire-
ment and mourning for
the loss of the store. “It's
been an outpouring of
love,” said Tamis, “We
feel really connected.”
Once the store offi-
cially closes and they
have that extra time,
Tamis and Hampton
plan on camping in the
mountains this year and
traveling next year.
They are currently look-
ing for a small office
space for customers to
pick up and drop off re-
pairs and will be volun-
teering at the Arts and
Wine Festival. “We're
still going to be involved
in things,” added Tamis,
“We love this commu-
nity. We're just going try
to have a little more
time.”
Clocks Etc. will offi-
cially close when every-
thing is sold.
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Speed limits reduced around

Lafayette

... continued from Page 2

The majority of the
new speed limits within
Lafayette school zones
are 15 mph. These lower
range speed limits were
chosen because the
mortality rate of a

pedestrian hit by a car
declines steeply with re-
duced speed. 70% of
people die when hit by a
car driving 50 mph, 10%
die at 23 mph, and only
5% of people die at 15
mph. These speed limits
apply only to when chil-

dren are present, so pri-
marily around school
pickup, drop off, and
lunchtime recess.

All new speed limits
are marked with signage
and are now legally
enforceable.

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your community.
Send a letter to the editor: letters@lamorindaweekly.com

LAMORINDA CERT
FOUNDATION

minutes.

Would YOU know what to do in case

of a life-threatening bleeding event?

If a loved one got injured and was bleeding profusely would
you know what to do? Average time to bleed to death: 3-5
minutes. Average time for 15t Responders to Arrive: 7-10

THE BLEED

The Lamorinda CERT Foundation is proud to offer several
Stop the Bleed and Advanced Bleeding Control classes where
students will be taught how to stop life threatening bleeding.
Techniques for applying a tourniquet and wound packing will
be taught for a minimal cost of $10. Please see the website to
register: https://bleeding.lamorindacert.org/

The next classes are on September 13 at the Orinda

Community Center.
Lamorinda CERT Foundation is a 581(c)(3) foundation supporting Lamorinda CERT
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6 Whiting Ct, Moraga
4BD | 3.5BA | 2910 SF | $2,495,000

Striking Sponish style home in Sonsaro on o
desiroble cul-de-soc, Light and bright, high ceilings.
hardweod floors throughout and many architectural

9 Fleuti Dr, Moraga

4BD | 25BA | 2102 SF | 51995000

Fantastic recently remodeled home on o cul-de-sac
close to downtown. Wide-plont hardweod floors,
beautiful kitchen with island, great flow and

details. Enjoy ol fresce dining on the patio.
&WhitingCt.com

sporkling pool. Perfect for modern living!
9FleutiDr.com

SOLD

PENDING

236 Willowbrook Ln, Moraga

4BD | 3.5BA | 3006 SF | Sold at $2,900,000
Exquisite single-story home with amazing views.

11 Overhill Ct, Orinda

5BD | 3BA | 3450 SF | 51,595,000
Spacious Glorietta home close to town and
commute routes. Pending with multiple offers,
11OverhillCt.com

Represented buyers and sellers.
236WillowbrookLn.com

Top Lamorinda Team
with 1800+ transactions!
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REAL ESTATE GROUP

Elena Hood
Elena@Orinda.com
925.254.3030
DRE 01221247
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GALLEGOS BOAMAN GROUP
EXCLUSIVE PROPERTIES

614 Huntleigh Drive | Lafayette
4 BD | 3 BA | 2,601 5F | 0.28 AC | Offered at $2,095,000
This charming home offers an inviting open floor plan, perfect for modern living.
Close to Burton Valley Elementary, Rancho Colorados Swim and Tennis Club,
Lafayette Community Center, and Lafayette-Moraga Regional Trail.

1340 Juanita Drive | Lafayette
4 BD|3BA|26925F | .36 AC
Offered at $1,895,000
Stunning views in Saranap!

4 BD|25BA | 2068 SF | 49 AC
Pending with 3 offers!
Representing Sellers

Considering selling?
Call us for a complimentary home valuation.
925.997.6808

Gallegos Boaman Group
Christine Gallegos | Amy S. Boaman
925.878.2883 | 925997.6808
DRE# 01896511 | DRE# 01433269
gallegosboaman@compass.com
gallegosboaman.com
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WHO YOU WORK WITH MATTERS

GIVE US A CALL TODAY 925997.6808




